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Safeguarding Information for
Children Attending with Dog Bites

Information for Parents and Carers

Safeguarding children and young people.
The hospital staff have a duty of care to consider the safety of all children who attend
following a dog bite.

Staff will be following agreed criteria which may prompt a referral to Children’s Social
Care. A Paediatric Liaison referral will also be completed for all children attending
the hospital linked with a dog bite.

If the incident is significant there will be more immediate contact with Children’s
Social Care leading to consideration of any rapid actions that need to be undertaken.
The Children’s Safeguarding team have approached the police to establish guidance
on reporting dog bite incidents for children. They have advised that all dog bites
involving children should be reported to the police.

Therefore - When a child or young person attends Torbay Hospital with dog bite
injuries, this information will be passed on to the police. Staff will contact the police
online or via 101 to make them aware of the situation.

Dangerous Dogs Act

In May 2014 changes to the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 came into effect.

The act says all dog owners should be responsible for their dog’s behaviour with
other people and animals. This applies whether you own a large dog breed or a tiny
one. Regardless of how placid or friendly your dog is, the Dangerous Dog Act
applies to you if you have a dog.

It is against the law to let allow a dog to be dangerously out of control anywhere in a:

. public place
. private place
. or in the owner’s home
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The law applies to all dogs.

Generally, if a dog bites a person, it will be presumed to have been dangerously out
of control. Even if the dog does not bite but gives a person grounds to feel that the
dog may injure them the law still applies.
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The law applies to all dogs.

Generally, if a dog bites a person, it will be presumed to have been dangerously out
of control. Even if the dog does not bite but gives a person grounds to feel that the
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Out of control - A dog is considered dangerously out of control if it: injures someone
or makes someone worried that they might be injured. If any dog is dangerously out
of control in any place, including all private property, the owner, or person for the
time being in charge of the dog, is guilty of a summary offence.

A court could decide that a dog is dangerously out of control if: it injures another
animal or the owner of the dog thinks they could be injured if they try to stop their
dog attacking another animal.

New legal restrictions for XL Bully Doggs are now in force from 31/12/2023 - making
it a legal requirement for all XL Bully dogs to be kept on a lead and muzzled when in
public. It is also illegal to breed, sell, advertise, gift, exchange, abandon. They must
be kept in secure enough accommodation that they cannot escape. It will be
considered a criminal offence if owners are not complying with the new rules.

References:

Gov.uk - www.gov.uk/control-dog-public/overview

Gov.uk - www.gov.uk/news/new-legal-restrictions-on-xl-bully-dog - Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs — XL Bully Dog Restrictions 31/12/2023
RSPCA - www.rspca.org.uk

National Animal Welfare Trust - www.nawt.org. uk/advice/changes-dangerous-dogs-
act-advice-owners

For further assistance or to receive this information in a different format, please
contact the department which created this leaflet.
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